What Are The Rooksha?

By Laura Mumma

Rooksha Background In Star Frontiers:

The Rooksha first appeared in Star Frontiersman 04, The Great Hunt by Bill Logan with art by B. Kelleher page 37. The Rooksha as they where presented lack stats, it is hoped this follow up article will help flesh out this mysterious and dangerous alien race for use in the setting. A special thank you to JCab747 for his suggestions. 

Rooksha Stats:

Type: Medium Omnivore

Number: 1-10

Move: Walk/Turn 10m, Run/Turn 20m, Per Hour 3 km

IM/RS: 4/40

Stamina: 50

Attack: 50

Damage: 1d10 claws, plus any weapons they may employ, PS 3

Special Attack: Non-lethal tongue poison that renders a victim of such a strike unconscious for 1d10 turns, range 3 meters.
Special Defense: See racial abilities below

Native World: Unknown

Average Stats for this creature as an NPC are:

STR/STA: 50/50  DEX/RS: 40/40 INT/LOG 45/45 PER/LDR 40/40

The Rooksha First Contact:

The following was taken from a Streel report to the UPF and Star Law on a possible first contact situation with a hostile alien race that may pose a threat to the UPF and Streel business interests. 

Streel Irochol Mining Colony Incident: 

Mines Asteroids for uranium in the Athor System, has been in successful operation for ten years without a major incident. Streel in mid communication lost contact with its Irochol Mining Colony. Right before the silence, the foreman was heard to say “What the hell is THAT!?” before the sound of a weapon being fired ended all communication. Streel sent in a team to investigate the loss of communication that Streel suspected might be pirate activity. The survivors of the investigation and rescue team to Irochol however relayed a very different reason for the loss of communication. First Contact with a previous unknown interstellar race. The rescue team quickly found themselves being hunted by creatures described as a cross between a Sathar and a Lizard. Though the rescue team was able to locate a few mining colony survivors the majority of the rescue team and the mining colony where efficiently killed by this new race.

The Rooksha Description:

Streel handed over all bodies of the aliens recovered to the University of Zebulon for study. The Rooksha head is elongated and shaped very similar to the Satharoid racial head. One difference in appearance is a sort of double-ear covered by a membrane on a head-ear crest on each side of their heads, based on the survivors reports the hearing of the Rooksha may have been superior to that of a Humans. Their eyes appear vaguely Satharoid though shaped a bit different in that the eye is vaguely s-shaped on the top. On dissection it was discovered the creature has the double pupils and a dual brain of a similar shape to the Satharoid races. The eyes appear very dark, so much so it is impossible to see the pupils and they appear solid black or a nearly black blue. During dissection it was discovered this creature has a natural eye cover that protects their eye but makes their eyes look one color and pupilless to other races. Unlike the Sathar the Rooksha posses what appear to be scent sensory gland-pits towards end of snout, which arches down moving their mouth opening to under their snout. The gland-pits seem to give them a scent ability near that of a Human and may help regulate their temperature as well. Like the Sathar though their mouth is circular and ringed with teeth. Short feeling whiskers protrude from around their mouth and snout area. The Rooksha tongue is very different than the Sathar’s tongue it can be launched out of their mouth as the thrust their head up much in a way a frog’s can up to 3 meters from them. The tongue contains an adaptive non-lethal poison that renders a victim of such a strike unconscious for 1d10 turns.

Like the Sathar their body is segmented, contains a crop, they also appear to regulate their body temperature the same way Sathar do and are surmised to be actually cold-blooded as well. Many of their internal features appear to be very Sathar however there are some very un-sathar features as well. 

The Rooksha has a specialized air sacks throughout their bodies that allows it to actually store air, these organs are not lungs. In addition their bodies have cartilage webbing that give them extra support. Based on the surviving eyewitnesses accounts that the Rooksha was able to move around in the vacuum of space with no spacesuit it is believed that this how the Rooksha did not need an atmosphere. It is believed they secrete some kind of bodily slime that gives them protection in the vacuum of space, based on the survivors reports it is a limited ability with some variation between individual Rooksha with the average being around 40 minutes. It is believed they can probably survive underwater or in a tainted atmosphere environment for about as long as well.

The Rooksha do not posses a tail and their forearm appendages though tentacle like are thick and have cartilage webbing that acts as an extra supp0rt system. Their "hands" are a heavy split pads they can wrap around for gripping with only 2 fingers each very thick and ending in heavy claws. As they do not have the Sathar tail to slither on they are clearly bipeds and use their thick cartilage webbed tentacles as legs for movement/support, in addition to of the Satharoid chamber system they seem to posses. The foot of the Rooksha is a heavy thick but flexible pad very similar to a Sathar’s pad but reinforced for load carrying, the footpad does not posses any toes or claws.

They are smooth skinned like a Satharoid, and not scaled like a lizard; it is assumed they breathe in a similar manner as the Sathar. One obvious difference between the Sathar and the Rooksha is in the markings with dark and light colored sections of their bodies and lots of organic line face markings. A few Rooksha appear to have artificial markings on their heads but the meaning is unknown. 

The Rooksha’s sexual organs seem to be similar to the Sathar’s and like the Sathar they appear to be both sexes. It is suspected they cross-fertilize and then deposit eggs.

DNA sequencing of remains compared to other species has left the scientists with more questions than answers. The Rooksha do share some common DNA with the Satharoid races but also they have unique sequences that do not appear related to any Satharoid bioforms. The University is continuing testing to try and determine what the Rooksha are.

Material Culture Recovered:

In addition to the few bodies recovered of Rooksha some material technology was recovered. Several Semi-modern or rather archaic laser riffles, which did not seem to work as well as the Streel issued weapons (range is half what a standard Frontier Laser Rifle is but it still does similar damage). The Rooksha recovered where all equipped with defensive screens. The analysis of the wreckage of their ship and the escape that landed on the asteroid by Streel engineers indicates this space faring race has jump capabilities. Streel has been able to recover some telemetry regarding destination of other escape pods and some navigational data that may point to what part of unexplored space these creatures come from.

Observed Customs:

Based on the reports of the surviving eyewitnesses and security recordings it appears this creature may have been killing for sport. They were observed collecting ears Streel employee’s they killed. Most of Streel’s employees on the mining colony where human and yazirian. However the one Vrusk employee killed also had an antenna removed. It appears they collect trophies of their kills. All the Rooksha encountered appeared to very young and may have just become fully mature and it has been suggested by the Xeno-anthropologists this may have been a ritual hunt for a coming of age ceremony in the Rooksha society. The Rooksha where observed speaking to each other and using translation devices to attempt to communicate with miners as a trap in their hunt. 

What The Scientist Think:

The scientists at the University of Zebulon have suggested several theories to both Streel and Star Law concerning this species.

Rooksha started as a slave caste that underwent extreme bioengineering so they could survive extreme environments they where required to work in for the upper castes in Sathar society. Thus they became stronger and different looking than other Satharoids. Perhaps they rebelled and then developed a sort of Hunt type society. Maybe a group of slaves got left on some planet and forgotten, meanwhile the slave caste rebelled amongst the Sathar and after a bloody war where exterminated but this pocket population has survived and adapted.

The Rooksha where developed as assassins sent to kill specific targets (prey) then DNA proof might have been required by their masters and since first training would involve animals the "ear" collecting would have evolved from all of that.
The Rooksha is a Sathar slave race, remade to look more Sathar like image. Remade to be more pleasing to their Sathar masters. Perhaps they're bio-engineered Eorna or another lizard race.

Rooksha are a special warrior caste of the Sathar, shock troops and enforcers of the Sathar high command designed to survive conditions that normal Sathar cannot. Feared by normal military Sathar, but tolerated due to their effectiveness in combat. They can board alien vessels without suits, survive alien gravities and atmospheres normal Sathar find unbearable. Normal Sathar probably find the Rooksha ugly and will not breed with them.

Or perhaps another race bioengineered these Special Forces. Once the Rooksha’s masters where no more (for what ever reason) left to their own devices on a planet, the Rooksha developed a hunt society. 

It could be possible the Rooksha where more appealing to the Reptile overlord race of the Sathar in their prehistory (some xeno-anthropologist believe Sathar have a fear of reptile races in particular), if the general Sathar population rebelled the Rooksha would have been associated with the reptile masters as oppressors or body guards or enforcers of the master race’s oppression even if the Rooksha were enslaved too. The rebellion would have committed genocide on the Rooksha in that scenario, with just a few survivors. The survivors could have become a secretive hunter, pirate, and scavenger type culture in deep space.

Maybe the Rooksha were not bio-enhanced at all by any one but themselves. The reason they look like Sathar and have some DNA in common is this race co-evolved on the same world as the Sathar. Maybe the reason the Rooksha are similar to the Sathar is that the Rooksha bio-engineered or uplifted the Sathar, who latter turned on them.

What The Rooksha Think:

The Rooksha are an alien species that hunt for sport and pleasure. Their society is built around the idea of the hunt. Their test of maturing into adulthood is to be dropped off on some foreign world and told to bring back as many ears as they can. The traditional hunting space does not contain sapient life but does have dangerous and challenging life forms.
The Rooksha did misjumped and wound up stuck in a crashed ship in the Frontier area of space. However as the maturity ceremony is a great importance the Rooksha merely began hunting the miners. The Rooksha have no moral dilemmas about dispatching sapient life forms as all life forms are the prey. The greatest challenge any hunter can hope for is intelligent superior prey animals.  

As a rule space faring races that wander into Rooksha space are never heard from again. The high disappearance of ship in that region of space generally results in other species staying clear even though they maybe ignorant as to why the ships disappear.
Rooksha as PCs Ability Modifiers:

STR/STA +5 DEX/RS +5 INT/LOG -5 PER/LDR -5

Racial Abilities:

The Rooksha are able to function in zero gravity without a penalty and in gravity as high as 2.0 without penalty.

The Rooksha cannot hypnotize.

The Rooksha can remain in vacuum, under water and in tainted atmosphere without air for 40 minutes.

Average Size: 3 meters

Average Mass: 55 kg

Average Lifespan: Unknown

Reproduction: Hermaphroditic

Body Temperature: Similar to Satharoids
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