Translator Microbe: 

By Laura Mumma

This new little microbe was inspired by the FarScape Television Series I have adapted it for Star Frontiers. I have attempted to make it less of a plot device to explain why all the aliens can always understand each other.

Fitting Them Into The Star Frontiers Background:

The origins of the Translator Microbe is open to debate, what is known is that they where first encountered as a rare alien enhancement for sale in the Minzii Marketplace. The Microbe has since been identified in the preserved remains of dead Sathar. It is not known if the Sathar developed the microbes or if they acquired them from another race. It is not known how the microbes are grown outside of their hosts body prior to injection as this is very alien bio-technology and there are some fears concerning the idea of brain farms someplace out in space.

Laws: Some governments maybe resistant to the use of these microbes for a variety of reasons or view them as a biological threat and react as they see fit upon discovering an individual posses them.

Cost: 1000 Credits (as this is not a common commodity in the Frontier or the Rim).

What They Do:

The Translator Microbes are injected at the base of the brain where they proceed to multiply quickly with no known negative side effects on the host species. These microbes bestow upon their host the ability to understand the spoken language of other alien races. In the far away alien races that regularly employee the microbes it is rumored that they are injected into the host at birth. 

How They Work:

Once these microbes are injected at the base of the brain they almost instantly go to work. Roll a 1d10 to determine how many turns it will take before the host can understand others. The microbes work by creating a psionic telepathic field that is always automatic as long as the microbes are alive.   

Limitations:

The microbes cannot help an individual read written language.

The microbes cannot translate recordings or broadcasted language.

The microbes only work when speakers are with in the physical presence of each other.

The range of the microbes is 2 meters per individual.

These telepathic microbes only allows a conversation to be understood not the reading of private thoughts. 

The microbes must be possessed by both speakers to have a functional two-way conversation, however the host of the microbes will understand someone who does not posses the microbes but he will not be able to communicate back and be understood.

The microbes cannot translate machine languages.

Individuals or species with Mind Shield, Shield, Mental Reflection, Telepathic Block or similar type psionic abilities cannot have their languages translated as well.

It is up to the referee’s discretion if any natural phenomena, drug, or other outside influence can kill, harm or interfere with these microbes and what side effects will be appropriate to asses on the host.

Modifiers:

The microbes sometimes do fail to accurately translate all conversations 100% correctly. This occurs 20% of the time when only one party listening has the microbes. If both parties speaking posses the microbes there is usually no translation errors though this does not mean the parties will have 100% comprehension, they may not understand an alien species’ metaphors or unique concepts unless explained to them. The microbes can be somewhat literal or in translating create baffling phrases for another language speaker. In some rare cases an alien species’ language maybe too complex for the microbes, such languages should be impossible for mechanical translators as well, and in all cases the alien species in question must learn to communicate slowly and with simple sentences for the microbes to understand them or a mechanical translator device to work if that is even possible for that race to do so.

Facilitating The Actual Learning Of Another Spoken Language:

An individual with these microbes decreases the learning time required to actually master a new spoken language. Thus an individual with these microbes can accelerate learning the “conversational” version of a language, if the individual is formally studying the whole language (reading/writing) then this increase in verbal conversation will accelerate the ability to read and write as well. The learning time for each new skill level is decreased by 25%.

